
TINY SHOPS on the VILLAGE GREEN 
Request for Proposals for the Summer of 2018 

 
 
The Village of Port Austin  has taken a place-based approach to transform an underutilized 
vacant lot in the heart of the Village. In its place, we are creating a vibrant public square where 
the community and visitors come together for public events, cultural programming and a unique 
shopping experience.  
 
The Village is currently looking for entrepreneurial retailers to occupy eight prefabricated 10x12 
shops for the summer of 2018. The shops are located on the Village Green, surrounded each 
Saturday Memorial Day through mid-October by the Farmers Market which attracts 100,000 
customers each summer.  
 
The license fee for occupying the shop is $1,500.00 for May 15 - September 5 2018. Licensees 
will be required to be open Fridays from 4:00pm to 8:00pm in July and August and Saturdays 
from 9:00am to 1:00pm and 4:00pm to 8:00pm from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day 
2018.  Licensees will also be required to open 4-8 July 4th.  
 
Licensees are encouraged but not required to open for additional hours. Licensees who wish to 
remain open after Labor Day may do so for no additional fee, however they must keep required 
Saturday hours (9:00am-1:00pm and 4:00pm-8:00pm) through October 13, the last Farmers 
Market day of the season. Licensees who do not wish to remain open during required hours 
beyond Labor Day must vacate the shop by September 5.  
 
Applicant’s retail plans should complement the existing retail businesses in town.  
Proposals shall be evaluated based on the assessment of: 
1. Proposer’s soundness, completeness and creativity of application. 
2. The proposer’s connection to Port Austin and the surrounding area. 
3. The proposer’s experience, capacity and availability of personnel. 
4. The investment in proposer’s business concept. We seek entrepreneurs who want to take their  
     business to the next level. 
 
Retailers selected will be granted a license to occupy the Village Green for the summer of 2018. 
  
 
 
 



 
Licensees Requirements 
1. Provide proof of insurance before opening. 
2. Occupy the shop during required hours of operation: 
   - Fridays from 4:00pm to 8:00pm in July and August 
   - Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm and 4:00pm - 8:00pm from Memorial  
    Day weekend through Labor Day. 
4. Keep space clean and orderly and use only assigned boundaries.  
5. Equip and merchandise the shop. Fixtures and equipment must be approved in 
    advance. Major alterations to the the building must also be approved in  
    advance. 
6. Operate with the available electrical. Electrical upgrades are available at the  
    expense of any business requiring additional electricity.  
7. Have signage that is professional in look and appearance. Signs must fit in the  
    the space above front doors.  
8. Budget for some advertisement, promotion and entertainment. Contribution  
    from Village entities is possible but not guaranteed beyond strategic  
    marketing of the area and general promotion.  
10. Upon vacating shop it must be returned to the same condition (less normal  
     wear and tear) as when licensee moved in. 
11. Half payment of $750 is due before licensees receive a key to their shop and  
     full payment is due by July 15, 2018. Licensees may pay the full $1,500 at  
     once or in multiple payments, but at a minimum $750 is due up front and full 
     payment is due by July 15, 2018. We will not prorate, refund or discount the  
     license fee.   Checks can be made out to the Port Austin Downtown  
     Development Authority and mailed to the Greater Port Austin Area Chamber  
     of Commerce, P.O. Box 274, Port Austin, MI 48467. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

Application:  
Business Information 
1. Bussiness Name ______________________________________________________________ 
2. Business Owner______________________________________________________________ 
3. Main contact if different than owner______________________________________________ 
4. Email Address________________________________________________________________ 
5. Mailing Address______________________________________________________________ 
                              ______________________________________________________________ 
6. Phone number _______________________________________________________________ 
7. Legal structure of business______________________________________________________  
8. Is this an existing business or startup?____________________________________________ 
9. Mission statement_____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
10. Business description/concept___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
11. Items that will be for sale______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
12. Show us pictures please! Please send photos of your product, space, brand or anything 
relevant to your proposed Tiny Shop. Email: chamber@portaustinarea.com. 
 
 

Please submit applications to Cameron Schwanitz at P.O. Box 274, Port Austin, MI 48467 or 
email to chamber@portaustinarea.com. Questions can be directed to 989.738.7600. 

 
 

Thank you for your interest in the Tiny Shops at the Village Green! 

mailto:chamber@portaustinarea.com

